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GILBERT GARDIN

Gilbert Gardin of Tillyfrusckie
 near Banchory in the parish of Birse on Deeside, was born about 1600. In October 1641, a number of religious refugees arrived in Aberdeen from Ireland, where a rebellion had broken out. Among them was a skinner, Othro Ferrendaill, who began holding evening meetings in his new home. It was apparently through him that Gilbert Gardin came to Baptist convictions. The parish minister reported to the Presbytery that Gardin had stopped attending the parish church, and that he had been holding services in his farmhouse, morning and evening, for his family and his employees and their families. He was summoned to the Provincial Assembly in Aberdeen on 6th September 1642, when he confirmed that the minister’s accusations were correct and asserted that he followed the only true religion. After further questions he was excommunicated from the national church
 – no light matter as it meant that all people were forbidden to have social or business contacts with him. The Reformation in Scotland had been entirely Presbyterian in character, with no toleration for Baptists or other Independents. 

In 1643 Gilbert Gardin had occasion to visit Edinburgh.
 As he walked along the causey
 in the High Street, he was seized and hustled into the Edinburgh Tolbooth prison.
 There he remained in jail, one honest man among thieves and rogues, for the next eighteen months. His father was a Sheriff, but no influence could release him. 
  When he fell ill no medical help was permitted.

Gilbert Gardin of Tullyfrusckie and ...  (both Baptists) ... of whom the first is known to be pious, able and of a blameless conversation, who merely for conscience sake about seventeen years since, suffered the sentence of excommunication by the National Ministry in Scotland; and since for the same cause close imprisonment by their power for above a year’s space and a half, in which he was put in the most disgraceful place among the whores, thieves, murderers and witches; and when extremity of sickness threatened him with death, neither physicians nor his friends were admitted to visit him; and thereafter he was confined five years, to the great ruin and destruction of his estate by this and other oppressions, partly open and partly secret, without the least tincture of guilt laid to his charge, except the following the light of his conscience.

He was released after eighteen months but, as the passage just quoted shows, he was soon re-arrested, simply because he was openly a Baptist, and held in prison for another five years. Then Cromwell’s army of occupation, which included many Baptists, invaded Scotland and in 1652 the Commonwealth Parliament declared religious toleration.
 Following the Restoration in 1660, Gilbert Gardin dropped out of public view. He lived quietly as a country gentleman until he died in 1666, when his farm was sold.
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� Yuill, History, p. 3, spells it Tilliefruskie; Bebbington, History, spells it Tillyfruskie and gives Gilbert’s surname as Garden, p. 258.


�  Robert Pittillok, Hammer of Persecution, 1659, p. 13.


� Fisher, Impelled by Faith (below) has the year as 1642 (p. 1). We don’t know why Gardin visited Edinburgh just then, but there are references to it in Pittillok, Hammer, pp. 10-11 (quoted below) and in the records of the Presbytery of Kincardine, Parish of Birsse. These make clear the religious connection with Gardin’s imprisonment, and this is enlarged on in John Spalding, Memorials of the Troubles in Scotland and England 1624-1645, Spalding Club, Aberdeen, 1851, Vol. II, pp. 202-203 and p. 271. 


� The writer is indebted to John S. Fisher of Inverness for explaining that a ‘calsie’ (or ‘cawsey’ or’causey’ or ‘callsay’ or ‘calsey’ or ‘causeway’) is the paved middle of the street which was the right of every gentleman to walk upon - lesser people were obliged to keep to the muddy unpaved areas alongside.  John Fisher found it difficult to find out much about Gilbert Gardin because ‘when liable to persecution, good people do not leave letters and notes which may be used against them.  It is therefore difficult, but there are records of sundry legal transactions, such as the sale and purchase of land, admission to be a burgess of Aberdeen, a law suit against a neighbour who owed him money, etc.’


� The Tolbooth, immediately west of St Giles, was a multi-purpose building and from 1480 it included a prison. The new Tolbooth, built at the south-west corner of St Giles in 1653, was the meeting-place of the first Baptist church in Edinburgh, when Cromwell’s army of occupation used it on alternate Sundays from 1653. From then on, the original Tolbooth was used only as a prison and became world famous through Scott’s novel ‘The Heart of Midlothian’ - the site is still marked by a heart-shaped design in the roadway.  The new Tolbooth never gained either fame or notoriety and it was removed, without any fuss or publicity, in 1811. The old Tolbooth remained in use as a prison until 1817 when it was demolished and its great wooden door was removed by Sir Walter Scott to become a feature of his house at Abbotsford, on the bank of the River Tweed, where it can still be seen.


�  John Spalding. Memorials of the Troubles in Scotland and in England, AD 1624-AD 1645, 2 vols, Aberdeen 1851, vol 2 pp 187. 202-3. 217, 226. 241, 271 and Alistair and Henrietta Taylor, Valuation of the County of Aberdeen for the Year 1667, Aberdeen 1933, pp 61-2. 





�  Pittillok, Hammer, pp. 10 - 11. 


�  See Cromwell’s army of occupation on the CD.





